Session 3

Mini-Decisions

In this session we will:

Show why it’s crucial to view evangelism as a process rather than an event or
action

Explore the parts of this process

Find that coming to Christ is really a series of “mini-decisions” on the way to
conversion

1. After watching Session 3 entitled “Mini Steps”, how would you define evangelism?

Success in Evangelism: Taking the initiative, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to help a person move one
i step closer in the process of coming to Christ.

2. Steve used restaurant tableware to illustrate to Bill the process of Gerry making “mini
decisions.” Using the chart on the next page, “A Four-Phase

Process of Lifestyle Evangelism,” where would you put Gerry Ve A
on this scale?

\
“The Holy Spirit convicts of sin,

righteousness, and judgment.
What a relief to discover that this

3. What are some of the obstacles between Gerry and a responsibility is assigned to Him,
decision for Christ? rather than us!” -- Jim Petersen,
: Living Proof
: o« Begin to look into the Word
e  Grasp the elements of the Gospel . J
| Y

Recognize his need for a Savior

Decide to repent and believe
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Sanctification

Regeneration
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God’s Role

Discipling

Disciple=Reproduced Life of Christ
Emphasis: Life-on-life relationships
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Harvesting

Picking the Crop
The Grain = A Decision for Jesus Christ
Emphasis: persuasion,
encourage a meaningful decision of faith.

Sowing
Planting the Seed
The Seed = Gospel Truth
Emphasis: Presentation of the Gospel and
giving understanding of Truth.

Cultivation

Preparing the Soil
The Soil = Human Hearts
Emphasis: The presence of the believer,
building a friendship bridge

Our Role

+4 Going! Mobhilization to reproduce

+3 Growing and maturing into Christlike-

ness

+2 Assimilation into a caring

community

+1 Faith confirmation and grounding

* New Creature in Christ

-1 Repents and believes
-2 Decides to act

-3 Recognizes personal need
-4 Has positive attitude toward gospel

-5 Understands meaning and
implications of gospel

-6 Aware of basics of the gospel

-7 Has positive attitude toward Bible
-8 First aware of Bible’s relevance to life
-9 Aware of difference in messenger

-10 Has positive attitude toward

messenger
-11 Aware of messenger

-12 Going his or her own way
Mini-Decisions

Some of the specific decisions that could
be made.
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\\\ 4. Having placed Gerry on the mini-decision scale, why
do you think he rejected Bill’s invitation to see a musical
at church?

Bill was way out in front of Gerry -- Gerry wasn’t ready for that step. :

5. Looking at the three phases of coming to Christ, which phase do you see taking the
most time and why?

Cultivating - it takes time to develop a “safe” relationship which is required to talk to people about
i spiritual matters.

i Conversion is a process. Every time a person confronts an obstacle, it’s decision time. Few of us make it in
i one big decision. Instead, it’s a multitude of small choices — mini-decisions that a person makes toward
¢ Christ.

6. Choose one person you are praying for their salvation and tell where you think they
are in the process of coming to Christ?

: Share answers relative to the mini-decision scale.

For Further Reading

Jim Petersen, Living Proof, chapter 16, 19

Joe Aldrich, Life-Style Evangelism, chapter 4

Joe Aldrich, Gentle Persuasion, chapter 1-2
Richard Peace, Small Group Evangelism, chapter 2
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